Separation of church, state non-existent
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The separation of church and state was established in the First Amendment of the United States Constitution.

The amendment ensured no one’s religion or religious beliefs would be prosecuted, and in return, these beliefs would not become
involved in our government.

Sadly, over 220 years later, it still seems this separation has not been achieved.

Political candidates openly support religious policies to gain voters, and issues like abortion are not even discussed without the
input of the church and religious leaders.

While it's understandable religion and government will undoubtedly have some connected issues, the amount of religious influence
on our government is astounding to say the least.

Stories like the one of Rev. Jay Scott Newman show the more disturbing side of religion’s involvement.

In a story first reported by CNN, Rev. Newman, a Catholic priest in South Carolina, refused to provide communion to members of
his congregation who voted for Obama unless they repented for their choice.

“Voting for a pro-abortion politician...constitutes material cooperation with intrinsic evil,” Rev. Newman told parishioners in an
excerpt taken from Yahoo! News.

This type of reaction, though rare, is a direct violation of the First Amendment.
Rev. Newman has no right to refuse a religious right because of political affiliation, regardless of his position as a church leader.

A person’s political choices are the same as their religious beliefs; whatever they decide is their choice and they should not be
persecuted for it.

It would appear church officials cannot stay involved purely in church business however, as numerous religious organizations and
leaders have felt the need to get involved in politics.

Popular evangelical Pat Robertson openly prayed for the death and removal of liberal Supreme Court justices on his show, the
“700 Club.”

“Would it not be possible for God to put it in the minds of these three judges that the time has come?” Robertson told viewers in
20083.

Entire churches have gotten involved in politics, for better and for worse, including the Westboro Baptist church of Topeka, Kan.

This church, better known for its protests of “God Hates F---” at soldiers’ funerals, is an active participant in petitions against gay
marriage, and throws its support behind bills such as Proposition 8, the bill banning gay marriage in California.

While Pat Robertson and the Westboro Church are certainly the extreme right of religious organizations, there are certain group’s
who strive for direct participation in our government.

Politicians use religion as a major tool to gain votes, appealing to the values and morals of Christian voters here in the U.S.

Many believe religion is in fact the key aspect to getting elected, as an estimated 76 percent of Americans identify themselves as
Christian.

“Some would argue the person least likely to be elected president is an atheist,” philosophy and religion professor Thomas B. Ellis
said.

Ideally, religion is supposed to be separate from our government, but those who make this division face nothing but discrimination.



There is a need for religion in this country; it provides a good set of morals and values if taught correctly, and gives people support
when they need it.

There is a place for religion in our country, and that’s in the churches, synagogues and mosques, not in a courthouse or Congress.
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